
BidLink.net 
Help and Information 
 
 
Welcome to BidLink! We've just completed a total overhaul of BidLink from the ground up, simplifying 
and adding new features.  This help file isn't intended as a full manual, but moreover highlighting some 
of the key features that are part of the new BidLink.  This will help people accustomed to old BidLink to 
take full advantage of the new features.  A series of help videos are being created to provide more 
detail into BidLink and how it's used.  
 

 
 
This is the homepage.  Once you log-in, of you're a government contractor you will have a list of saved 
bid searches as well as any news and notifications.  If you have bid searches, clicking on their names 
will take you to the bid manager where you can review new solicitations.  
 
 

  



Search for Anything 

BidLink works just like Google™.  You can type anything in "Search for anything" and BidLink will search 

hundreds of government databases looking for results.  Try a stock number, part, company name, 

competitor's CAGE code, APL, item name, solicitation or contract.  Try anything to see what BidLink 

knows.   

 

  



NSN Details 

The foundation of BidLink is its huge national stock number database.  BidLink has the largest 

collection of information about stock numbers, which we've been collecting for 35 years. Most of what 

you're doing on BidLink is with the goal of locating a particular stock number.  Once you find it, BidLink 

will tell you everything about that NSN on the NSN Display.  

 

  



 

 

 

This is only part of the NSN display.   Try putting any stock number in Search for Anything to see all the 

information BidLink has on stock numbers.  

  



NSN Notes 

You can now add notes to a national stock number.  This can only be viewed by you.  Simply click the 

notes box to type in your note, then click save.  

 

Drawing Availability 

BidLink can tell you if the defense department has drawings or technical data available for the item.  It 

even has the ability to tell you if there is an applicable specification or standard.   

  



 

Customize NSN display 

You now have the ability to control how the NSN display looks.  Clicking the cog in the upper right hand 

corner of the screen and selecting Customize NSN lookup brings up the customization screen.  

 
 

This screen shows the data sets BidLink has relating to stock numbers.  The switches on the left allow 

you to enable or disable sections of the NSN display.  This way you can deactivate sections you don't 

need, reducing the clutter on your screen.  When you're done customizing your display, click save.  

  



Reorder NSN display 

By clicking the hold & reorder button, you can drag sections up and down to reorder them.  This lets 

you put the important stuff at the top of the screen.  

 

The top of the NSN display has a special section called the NSN Summary. As you are looking at stock 

numbers, there are certain key pieces of information that you will routinely seek.  Instead of having to 

scroll all the way down the NSN display to find them, certain key data points can be put right at the top 

of the NSN display.  Clicking the cog in the NSN Summary box opens the NSN Summary customization. 

 

 

  



Customize NSN Summary 

Here you can enable and reorder the NSN summary just like you did with the NSN display sections.  

Since people are often looking at specific technical characteristics repeatedly, you can specify up to 

three technical characteristics that will be shown right at the top of the NSN display (assuming that 

NSN has that particular technical characteristic).  This saves you from having to scan through 

potentially hundreds of characteristics for the few that are important to you. 

  

  



Side-out menu 
 
You can do almost everything using Search for Anything, but sometimes you want to run a specific 
search on just one database.  Clicking the BidLink logo in the upper left hand corner of the screen pulls 
out the menu.   
 

 
  



NSN Search 

The real power of BidLink lies in its NSN search.  You can reach this screen through Search for Anything 

or the left navigation.  You can search companies, CAGE codes, part numbers, stock numbers, and item 

names. It's a great way to see what your competitors supply to the military.   

 

  



It's tough to compete on something if you don't have the necessary information to produce it. BidLink 

allows you to quickly refine NSN searches showing only stock numbers for which there is available 

technical documentation or drawings.  

 

  



Consolidate NSNs 

FLIS stock numbers include one entry for each part number.  Some NSNs can have multiple part 

numbers.  Sometimes you only want to see a distinct list of stock numbers without all the repetition.  

Clicking Consolidate NSNs will do this.  

 

We're planning on adding other switches to filter NSN results. 
If you have other ways you would like to filter, tell us: comments@bidlink.net 
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Filter Results 

Within an NSN result, you can further refine by any search term by typing in the filter results box.  This 

is a quick way to drill-down to specific item names, part numbers, companies or FSCs.  This search box 

searches all columns in the table, instantly updating as you type.  

 

Sort Columns 
 
Clicking the column headings will sort the table by that column.  Clicking it twice will reverse the sort. 
 
Export / Print 
 
Clicking Export will generate a .csv (excel) file that can be imported into anything. You can also print 
the results.  Any refinements will be reflected in the exported file or printed document.  
 
  



Contract Awards 
 
BidLink has procurement history from many sources so you can have the most complete view of sales 
activity.  Sometimes a company may have no history with DLA, but have a series of large contracts with 
TACOM.  Some companies primarily sell through GSA, or buy using credit cards.   
 

 
 

The Contract Award display is broken into five sections: 
 

- Procurement History Line Items – Sources that provide line item data consisting primarily of 
DLA, Navy & Marines, and Air force.   

- GSA, BPA, Catalog Sales and Micro Purchases – GSA Schedule sales, blanket purchase 
agreement buys, catalog sales and credit card transactions. 

- Federal Contract Award Data – FPDS contract data.  This includes sources that do not provide 
line item data, but do include a total contract value. 

- Legacy DOD Contracts – Before DLA created DIBBS, contracts were delivered through a legacy 
system up until 2006.  BidLink has these legacy contracts. 

- SAM / FedBizOpps Awards – Contract history delivered through the SAM system, formally Fed 
Biz Opps.  



If there are multiple company names matching your search, you can choose which company you would 
like to view.  
 

 
  



Contract History Display 
 
Any contracts in BidLink that match your search will be displayed here.  Just like the tables in NSN 
lookup, you can filter, sort, print and export the results.  Clicking on stock numbers, NSNs and CAGE 
codes bring up information on those items.  
 

 
  



Original signed contracts 
 
BidLink is the only company that has been collecting the original signed contracts for as long as they 
have been offered online.  This database of over 20 Million documents provides detail into what the 
government purchased and where it was shipped.  Not all sources provide original contracts, but most 
of them do.  If the contract number is highlighted in blue, you can click it to see the original contract.  
 

 



We're here to help 
 
BidLink is comprised of government contractors and data experts who have been working with 
government data for over 35 years.  Leverage our experience.  You're always welcome to reach out to 
us with questions about our data, and welcome your suggestions at comments@bidlink.net 
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